SELF-DISCOVERY

discouraged, as similar hopes have since been dis-
couraged, by the Prince's fixed determination to lead
at least a part of his own life and, in matters of private
judgment, to be independent. The visit to the Italian
area was marked throughout by the most cordial expres-
sions of racial and personal friendship. In the company
of the King of Italy's A.D.C. the Prince systematically
visited the various fronts and was as anxious to make
close acquaintance with the Italian troops as he had
been to know the Tommies. The visit ended with a
sea cruise to Grado.

If a graph were plotted of his movements during the
rest of the War it would leave the impression of an
erratic existence. It was an erratic period. Nerves
were frayed. The first problem for every man was to
keep a hold on himself. The Prince managed to keep
going by plunging into all kinds of reconstruction move-
ments. He developed a faculty for speech-making. It
-was against the grain, but he saw the necessity of train-
ing himself to overcome personal aversions. He did so
successfully enough to receive a compliment from Mr*
Balfour, who said: "He shows an admirable lucidity
and restrained eloquence whenever he speaks of the
War." That from a master of lucidity and restraint was
praise indeed. At the beginning of 1917 we hear of
the Prince on a flying visit to England and addressing
his committee for the care of war graves. Then, soon
after, we hear of him bringing over dispatches from Sir
John French to the Secretary for War, and afterwards
spending a few days* leave at Windsor and relating his
experiences to his parents. Apart from signs of tem-
porary fatigue, his appearance at this time gave no cause
for anxiety. His complexion and the lighter colour of
his hair witnessed an open-air life. Many who saw him
in France remarked, as people will remark of young
princes, that he did not look his age. And when, in
February, 1918, he came over to take his seat in the
House of Lords, the currency of the remark received n
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